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teen he was taken through Flanders, along the Ehine,
through the Black Forest to Switzerland. It was then
that he first drank in his life-long passion for the
Alps. He describes, in a delightful episode in Proe-
terita, his first sight of the Alps from Schaffiiausen.
His youth, in fact, was one constant tour in search of
beautiful scenes and romantic spots. His love of Na-
ture was developed far earlier than his love of art; and
through life it remained to him a far deeper joy and a
more congenial study. His interest in the great Italian
art came to him indeed curiously late, and in some-
what doubtful ways. And to the last he speaks of
his own understanding of Italian art, whether paint-
ing, sculpture, or architecture, with somewhat less of
that pride and sureness which mark his sense of
Nature's beauty and her mysteries.

A boy so precocious and sensitive, who was saturated
with the love of Nature, and also with the master-
pieces in poetry and prose, needed no pedagogic direc-
tion. And, as is usual in such cases, what pedagogic
instruction he had was, perhaps, rather a hindrance
than a help. At the age of eleven he was taught some
Latin, and less Greek, by Dr. Andrews, a genial but
somewhat desultory scholar, who never "grounded"
the incorrigible lad as he might have been grounded
at a regular school. Mr. Runciman was engaged as
his drawing-master, who, at any rate, taught him per-
spective. At twelve the boy was taught a little
French and some useful geometry by Mr. Eowbotham,
of whom the young genius wearied as a dull and plod-
ding pedagogue. At fifteen the boy was sent to the
day-school of the Reverend Thomas Dale at Peckham.
Here he was in a rather broken course for two years,
